
Borough of Seaside Park 
Mayor & Council Work Session  

Minutes of Thursday, February 25, 2021 
7:00 P.M. 

 
 
Honorable Mayor:  John A. Peterson Jr. 
Council President:                      Matthew DeMichele  
Council Member:               Dr. Frank “Fritz” McHugh  

                Council Member:   Faith Liguori 
Council Member:  Gail Coleman (Late) 
Council Member:  Ray Amabile  

   Council Member:   William Kraft 
    

Also Attending  Borough Attorney:  Brian Wilkie Esq. 
 Municipal Clerk:  Sandra Martin 
Police Chief:   James Boag 
Chief Financial Officer:  John Barrett 
Borough Administrator  Michael Capabianco 
Recreation Director  Joe Toth 

 
 
STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE BY DEPUTY CLERK MARTIN: Pursuant to the provisions of the New 
Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was properly provided by sending a copy of the 
Notice of Meeting to the Asbury Park Press and the Star-Ledger.  Notice of this meeting of the Governing Body has 
been posted in the corridor of the Municipal Building and the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
ROLL CALL  
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Honorable Mayor Peterson asked for all present to 
stand for a moment of silence followed by the pledge of allegiance. 
 
WORKSHOP 
 
Discussion of Introduction & First Reading of Ordinance for Reconstruction of G Street and Appropriating 
$525,000 Therefor, and Providing for the Issuance of $525,00 in Bonds or Notes of the Borough to Finance the 
Same; Ordinance 07-2021 Listed for Consideration on the Regular Meeting 
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh said that it has to do with a DOT grant for 2021 for G Street. In the past few years, 
the Borough has gotten money for other streets and applies for them every year for improving infrastructure and 
roadways. Since the gas company did the project and went down I Street, the next street going north on Bay was H 
Street from the 2020 grant Part of Phase II did the Water and Sewer as well as the Stormwater for the streets from 
Central Avenue to Bayview Avenue. Now, the Borough is using this grant is for G Street to address the curbs, 
sidewalks, and improve drainage. Because it goes to a country road, the county is contributing roughly $70,000. 
When the Borough goes out to bid for this project, it will be combined with H Street to get better numbers, which 
will further decrease the cost to the Borough.  
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh said that the projected cost to the town is approximately $91,000, subtracting the 
grant amount and the county’s contribution. However, because G Street and H Street were awarded for grants from 
different years and current contract law, they have to be bid separately. 
 
RVE engineer, Pam Hilla said that they can go out to bid under 1 contract, but the quantities have to be separated on 
the bid form. It has to be clear what quantities are applied for H Street and those for G Street, but they can go out to 
bid under 1 contract.   
 
Discussion of Determining the Form and Other Details of its “Note Relating to the Water Bank Construction 
Financing Program of the New Jersey Infrastructure Bank,” to be Issued in the Principal Amount of Up to 
$3,100,000, And Providing For the Issuance And Sale of Such Note to the New Jersey Infrastructure Bank, and 
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Authorizing the Execution and Delivery of Such Note by the Borough of Seaside Park in Favor of the New Jersey 
Infrastructure Bank, All Pursuant to the New Jersey Infrastructure Bank Construction Financing Program and in 
Connection with the Borough’s Phase III Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project; Resolution 97-2021 Listed for 
Consideration on the Regular Meeting 
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh explained that this is for Phase 3a of the sewer portion of the project. Phase 1 
Water/Sewer infrastructure along Central Avenue. Phase 2 happened from 13th down to I Street along the bay. 
Phase 3 is the ocean block, the last portion of the 100-year old infrastructure. Phase 3 will be from Ocean to Central, 
but Phase 3a will be from 14th Street to Island or Brighton Avenue. Some of the DOT grants have been applied to 
the streets on the south side of town. Part of the infrastructure is water, part is sewer, and part is the storm drains. 
This portion is for the sewer and is being financed through the New Jersey Infrastructure Bank. The water portion is 
being financed through the USDA, which will include Well 10. This is for authorizing the sewer portion of Phase III 
A.  
 
RVE engineer Pam Hilla added that construction will start this week and will commence until Memorial Day and 
then it will be cleaned up and restored. Construction will not happen during the summer months and the contractor 
will remobilize in September. 12th and 13th Streets are the priority.  
 
Discussion of Awarding Bid 21-04 Phase 3a – Meter Replacement; Resolution 98-2021 Listed for Consideration on 
the Regular Meeting 
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh explained that it is part of Phase 3a.  Council Member Kraft confirmed the loan is for 
40 years.  
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh explained that the meters could not be included in the financing for the loans, so the 
Borough is paying for the meter installation. Council Member Kraft confirmed the cost is $123,000.  
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh said there was only one bidder.  
 
Discussion of Authorizing Change Order Number 1 for the Well #9 Rehabilitation Project; Resolution 99-2021 
Listed for Consideration on the Regular Meeting  
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh explained that Well #9 is the last well that needed to be rehabilitated. It came in over 
$15, 000 less than expected, which is the reason for the change order. 
 
RVE engineer, Pam Hilla confirmed that the Council is adopting a resolution for the downward change order for the 
reduction in the contract amount, but it is recommended that at the next Council Meeting that the performance bond 
be released and the 2-year maintenance bond be accepted and final payment be issued.  
 
It is noted for the next Council Meeting’s agenda. Borough Administrator Capabianco confirms that he has the 
emails ready for the resolution for the performance and maintenance bonds ready to go.  
 
Discussion of A Capital Ordinance Appropriating the Sum f $85,000.00 For Acquisition of Marine Grade Lumber 
for the Boardwalk; Ordinance 11-2021 Listed for Consideration on the Regular Meeting  
 
Council Member Kraft explained that originally it was going to be paid from the Current Fund. However, with the 
increasing cost of lumber, the Borough Administrator and CFO suggested taking it from Capital Ordinance instead 
to protect against the cost as it escalates. If the Borough should need more money, it can be taken from Capital 
Ordinance so as not to impact the tax load. If the Borough should not need the money for the boardwalk, the 
Borough could not adopt the ordinance at the second reading or cancel later in the year.  
 
Council Member Liguori said it gives the Borough protection because when we go out to bid, the cost escalates by 
the time the project starts.  
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Council Member Kraft notes that an added expense included is for advertisement.   
 
Council Member DeMichele asked if this includes the $45,000 that was approved to start the project.  
 
Borough Administrator Capabianco explained that the $44,000 that was to comply with purchasing law. The 
Borough can purchase commodities up to $44,000 through the QPA. Anything additional has to go out for bid. He 
also noted this price includes extra lumber for repairs. This money is from September when Council cancelled 
ordinances that had been issued and authorized. It was extra money that the Borough had been paying interest on.  
 
Added Item 
 
Mayor Peterson added an item to the agenda regarding Optimum. He said that New Jersey Board of Public Utilities 
has found sufficient cause to convene a proceeding and that entails 10 municipalities had petitioned that body, and it 
is the only body that has jurisdiction over issues concerning Optimum, and those municipalities involved were from 
Monmouth, Middlesex, and Ocean County. Our special attorney advised that the Borough could be included as an 
interested party, so that we can express a number of complaints from the residents about the service provided by 
Optimum. The deadline is tomorrow. The cost is minimal compared to the possible Shared Service Agreement. IT 
would cost approximately $5,000. Mayor Peterson noted the Borough would not be involved in litigation but would 
be an interested party.  
 
Mayor Peterson discussed a verbal resolution at the regular meeting if Council is agreeable. Council Member Dr. 
McHugh and Council Member Liguori agreed. Council Member Coleman said that they had BPU in Toms River 
came to Seaside Park easing fees with gas, electric, and have had success and expressed her confidence in the 
special attorney.  
 
Council Member Kraft and Council Member DeMichele also agreed. It will be considered as an add-on verbal 
resolution at the regular meeting.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Mayor Peterson opened the floor to public comment. 
 
Edith Klink, 48 Eleventh Avenue, expressed her agreeance with the Borough being an interested party and asked if 
the resolution is passed, does the public still have time to express their grievances about Optimum. Administrator 
Michael Capabianco directed residents to use the BPU complain form under the Administrator tab on the website to 
submit complaints. She also asked how to inform the public about submitting complaints since there are more people 
in town than at the meeting. Administrator Michael Capabianco noted that it had been discussed at previous 
meetings and has been posted on the website. Council Member Kraft suggested a reverse 911. Edith Klink also had 
questions about the boardwalk. She asked once the bid is approved, how long will it take to get the lumber and asked 
the anticipated finish date for the boardwalk repair. Administrator Capabianco said it depended on manufacturing. 
He said they’ve seen a 2-3 week lead time, which is pretty quick. As for the anticipated finish date, Public Works is 
ahead of schedule, but it is dependent on the weather and materials. He doesn’t want to put a date on it, but credits 
Public Works for their phenomenal work.  
 
June Korzenesky, 114 H Street, expressed concern about the approval of work on G Street. She said the Borough 
was given a grant last year for H Street, but the work hasn’t been completed and she still has flooding. She 
expressed concern about when the work on H Street would be completed. Council Member Dr. McHugh said money 
from 2018 is still going to Twelfth and Thirteenth Street. He said H and G Street are going to be done at the same 
time to save money. It is moving forward, but it takes time to coordinate with the county.  
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Hearing none, Mayor Peterson closed the public portion of the meeting. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN AND OPEN TO REGULAR MEETING 
   

MADE BY: Council Member Kraft 
 SECOND: Council Member Liguori 
 
 In Favor: All 
 
 CARRIES: YES 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned.  
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
______________________  
Sandra F. Martin RMC,CMR 
 Municipal Clerk 
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